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TOPO! EXTENDED USER LICENSE
Application & Agreement

TOPO! EXTENDED USER LICENSE :: APPLICATION

Thank you for your interest in displaying maps and/or profiles created with National Geographic TOPO! software on a web site, in a publication, or other medium that is commercial in 
nature or contains paid advertisement (collectively referred to as the “work”). In order to do so, you are required to apply for a TOPO! Extended User License (EUL). In most cases, this license 
is granted free of charge. 

The intent of the EUL is to provide TOPO! users the ability to add high-quality maps, elevation profiles, and 3D rendered map views to their commercially-oriented projects. The maps and 
profiles should provide added-value to the editorial content of the work as opposed to being the central theme or primary content of the work. Requests for using TOPO! maps and profiles 
as wall maps, folded maps, digital map products, and web sites that primarily focus on mapping content will not be approved under the terms of the EUL. To learn more about these 
types of commercial usages, please contact National Geographic Maps via email at maps@ngs.org. The map data that can be used under the terms of the EUL, is limited to the National 
Geographic TOPO! maps that are derived from the United States Geological Survey (USGS) maps at scales of 1:500,000, 1:100,000, and 1:24,000. 

Listed below are the maps and data that are EXCLUDED from use under the EUL agreement:

1.	 All Trails Illustrated maps either as reproductions of the printed products or as included in the following digital products:

TrailSmart
Regional Titles 

Complete TrailSmart 15 National Parks National Park Maps National Parks Explorer 3D

National Park Explorer
All Individual Park Titles 

(e.g. Big Bend, Yellowstone, Yosemite, etc.)

Adirondack Park Explorer 3D Southern Appalachian 
Mountains Explorer 3D

Southern Appalachian 
Mountains Explorer

All Future Titles or Downloads 
in which the base maps are proprietary 

Trails Illustrated Maps

2.	 Maps of the United States derived from the National 
Geographic Atlas of the World. These maps typically 
comprise zoom levels 1 and 2 in TOPO! products and 
downloads.

3.	 Street layers, provided by Tele Atlas, North America, Inc., 
included in TOPO! versions 4.0 and higher, TOPO! Explorer, 
TOPO! Explorer Deluxe, and SuperQuad downloads.

4.	 Aerial photography and satellite imagery provided by 
i-cubed, LLC, included in TOPO! Explorer, TOPO! Explorer 
Deluxe, and SuperQuad downloads

Street Layer “OFF” Street Layer “ON”

Aerial View Hybrid View
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TOPO! EXTENDED USER LICENSE :: APPLICATION   …continued

To be considered for an Extended User License, please follow the steps below:

Step 1: Fill out this application and agreement and submit it to National Geographic Maps (NG Maps) by either hitting the submit button at the bottom of the form, or by email to 
krmiller@ngs.org.  Please sign the agreement if you have a digital signature.   Or, if you prefer, you may sign the agreement upon approval. See page (4) to obtain a digital id.

Step 2: NG Maps will review your application, and you will be notified, via email, as to whether your application was approved (usually within 10 business days). 

Step 3: When your application is approved, NG Maps will notify you by email and execute the agreement. If you have digitally signed the agreement, we will email you a copy with 
our digital signature for your records. Otherwise, you will then print, sign, and mail the agreement to: Kris Miller, National Geographic Maps, 212 Beaver Brook Canyon Road, 
Evergreen, CO 80439. We will return a copy of the countersigned, fully-executed agreement for your files within 10 days of receipt. 

Step 4: Once you have finalized your maps, we recommend that you set up an account on www.topo.com, where you can share maps, photos, and videos, promote your publication, and 
participate in a growing, vibrant community of like-minded individuals. For more information, please visit the website.

Note: If you have published a book, please send (1) copy to: Kris Miller, National Geographic Maps, 212 Beaver Brook Canyon Rd, Evergreen, CO 80439.

Name:

Telephone number:						      Fax number:

Email Address: 

Mailing address: 

City: 							       State			   Zip

Name of the work:

Description of TOPO! software products and types of maps to be used:

Author:

Edition, Publisher, ISBN #, URL (as applicable): 

Expected release date of the work:

Target audience for the work: 

Frequency or revision cycle of the work (if applicable): 

We require that you include the following credit adjacent to each map image and/or profile graphic, “TOPO! ©2009 National Geographic”. If included on a web site, we also require a link 
to www.topo.com. In some cases, if a web page contains multiple map images and/or profiles, we only require one prominent link. Does compliance with this present a problem?

		  Yes		  No

Please attach sample images (one map and one profile if both are to be used) that are representative of the types of maps and profile graphics you anticipate using in the work.
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TOPO! EXTENDED USER LICENSE :: AGREEMENT

This amendment (“Amendment”) serves to amend certain TOPO!, TOPO! Explorer, TOPO! Explorer Deluxe, Weekend Explorer, and Back Roads Explorer End User License Agreements (the 

“Agreement”) between NHGT, Inc. d/b/a National Geographic Maps  (“National Geographic”) having a place of business at 212 Beaver Brook Canyon Road, Evergreen, CO 80439 and 

(“Licensee”) having a place of business or home address at .  

This Amendment is effective as of , .  Unless otherwise defined herein, capitalized terms used in this Amendment shall have the same meaning as those 

set forth in the Agreement.

RECITALS:

	 1.	 Licensee acquired a limited license to use the Software, accompanying data sets, and/or downloaded content for general reference purposes in Licensee’s home, 

business or institution pursuant to the terms of the Agreement attached hereto as Exhibit A.  This license limits, among other things, Licensee’s ability to distribute content created with 

National Geographic TOPO! software or downloaded from the topo.com web site on web sites or in other publications that are commercially-oriented. 

	 2.	 Licensee has requested from National Geographic, and National Geographic now wishes to grant to Licensee, a limited license to reproduce and distribute 

through various forms of media certain content created by Licensee from specific National Geographic software products or downloads. 

AGREEMENT:

NOW, THEREFORE, in consideration of the foregoing and of the mutual covenants and agreements contained herein, the parties agree as follows: 

	 A.	 Section 1 of the Agreement is hereby amended to add the new section 1(a) set forth below at the beginning of Section 1, replacing the section heading and first 

sentence thereof:

	 “1(a).	 Grant of License to Distribute; Procedures.  

	 (i)	 National Geographic hereby grants to you (“Licensee”) a non-exclusive, non-transferable license to reproduce and distribute (the “Reproductions”), 

created or generated from the TOPO!  Software Products listed in Appendix A (the “TOPO! Software”), to be used within the Series which may be distributed in all media now know or 

hereafter devised in all media worldwide in perpetuity set forth on Appendix B hereto; provided that, Licensee complies with the distribution procedures set forth in this Section 1(a).  

The Reproductions to be reproduced and distributed pursuant to this Section 1(a) shall be referred to herein collectively as “Reproduction Units” and individually as a “Reproduction 

Unit.”

	 (ii)	 Licensee agrees (i) that National Geographic TOPO! shall receive a special thanks credit in the end credits of each episode of the Series in which the 

maps are used.  If maps are used as a full screen graphic within the episode, licensee agrees to show attribution in the stationary shots of the maps (if any) stating Maps created using 

TOPO!® software ©2008 National Geographic Maps. 

	 (iii)	  Subject to all the terms hereof, this Agreement permits Licensee to use the enclosed copyrighted machine readable software program, associated 

data files, and downloaded maps that comprise TOPO!, TOPO! Explorer, TOPO! Explorer Deluxe, Weekend Explorer, and Back Roads Explorer (“Software”) and the TOPO! User’s Guide 

(“Documentation”).”

	 (iv)	 Licensee acknowledges that the maps, as provided in the original TOPO! software, and/or downloaded from the topo.com web site contained in the 

Series are proprietary to National Geographic and that National Geographic retains exclusive ownership of that information in the Series.  Licensee will take all reasonable measures 

to protect National Geographic’s proprietary rights in the Series.  The only rights granted to Licensee are those specifically set forth herein, and otherwise  Licensee is not granted any 

rights to patents, copyrights, trade secrets, trade names, trademarks (whether registered or unregistered), or any other rights, franchises or licenses with respect to any Software, 

Documentation, Reproductions or Reproduction Units.  Licensee shall not (i) transfer, provide, sublicense, rent or lease the TOPO! Software or downloaded maps to any third party, (ii) 

reverse engineer, decompile, disassemble or otherwise attempt to reconstruct or discover any source code or algorithms of the TOPO Software or (iii) remove any product identification, 

copyright or other notices from the TOPO Software or any related documentation.
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	 (vi)	 Licensee agrees to indemnify and hold National Geographic harmless from and against any and all claims, actions, liabilities, losses, damages and 
expenses, including reasonable attorneys’ fees and such fees on appeal, incurred by National Geographic in investigation and/or defending against any claims, actions or liabilities for 
which indemnification is provided herein, arising out of or in connection with (i) the reproduction and distribution of the Series by Licensee; (ii) Licensee’s attachment to the Series of 
any tradename, trademark or logo that is challenged as an infringement of the proprietary rights of any third party; (iii) any warranties granted by Licensee, or any implied warranties 
claimed by any of Licensee’s purchasers or end users, in excess of those warranties contained in the Agreement; or (iv) the failure of Licensee to comply with each and every term of this 
Agreement.  

(vii)	 National Geographic agrees to indemnify and hold Licensee harmless from and against any and all claims, actions, liabilities, losses, damages 
and expenses, including reasonable attorneys’ fees and such fees on appeal, incurred by Licensee in investigation and/or defending against any claims, actions or liabilities for which 
indemnification is provided herein, arising out of or in connection with (i) any claim that the TOPO! Software as provided by National Geographic infringes or violates the proprietary 
rights of any third party; (ii) any warranties granted by National Geographic in its distribution of the Reproduction Units, or any implied warranties claimed by any of National 
Geographic’s purchasers or end users, in excess of those warranties contained in the Agreement; or (iii) the failure of National Geographic to comply with each and every term of this 
Agreement.

	 B. Section 8 of the Agreement (“Entire Agreement”) is hereby amended to add the following language to the end of the paragraph:

“In the event of inconsistencies between the Agreement and this Amendment, the terms and conditions of this Amendment shall be controlling.  Unless specifically 
modified or changed by the terms of this Amendment, all terms and conditions of the Agreement shall remain in effect and shall apply fully as described and set forth in the Agreement.  
All defined terms used herein and not separately defined shall have the same meanings as set forth in the Agreement.”

C.   Licensee acknowledges and agrees that this license does not include any right to use the “National Geographic” name or any of the trademarks of National Geographic 
in its publications or products, except for copyright notices as specified above.   Licensee specifically agrees that it will not use the name “National Geographic”, the YELLOW BORDER 
DESIGN, or any other National Geographic trademark as a branding element on the packaging or in the presentation of its publications or products. 

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the parties have executed this Amendment as of the date first written above.

LICENSEE:						      NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC:

By:						      By:

						      Daniel J. Ortiz
Printed Name						      Printed Name

Title: Publisher					     Title: Vice President, Products, Marketing & Operations

Date:						      Date:

Click here                        to obtain a digital signature.

Appendix A

Please list all TOPO! Software Products that will be used to create Reproduction Units*:

*NOTE – Listed below are the maps and data that are excluded from use under the terms and conditions of the Agreement:

1.	 All Trails Illustrated maps either as reproductions of the printed products or as included in the following digital products:
•	 TrailSmart – All regional titles
•	 Complete TrailSmart
•	 15 National Parks
•	 National Park Maps
•	 National Parks Explorer 3D
•	 All individual National Park Explorer titles (such as Big Bend, Yellowstone, Yosemite, etc.)
•	 Adirondack Park Explorer 3D
•	 Southern Appalachian Mountains Explorer 3D
•	 Southern Appalachian Mountains Explorer
•	 All future titles or downloads in which the base maps are proprietary Trails Illustrated maps.

2.	 Maps of the United States derived from the National Geographic Atlas of the World. These maps typically comprise zoom levels 1 and 2 in TOPO! products and downloads.
3.	 Street layers, provided by Tele Atlas, North America, Inc., included in TOPO! versions 4.0 and higher, TOPO! Explorer, TOPO! Explorer Deluxe, and SuperQuad downloads.
4.	 Aerial photography and satellite imagery provided by i-cubed, LLC, included in TOPO! Explorer, TOPO! Explorer Deluxe, and SuperQuad downloads
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Appendix B
Please list title, edition, author, copyright date, ISBN number, and publisher of all print publications in which maps, and/or profiles and 3D rendered map views will appear:

Please list all web sites, and their corresponding URLs, in which maps, and/or profiles and 3D rendered map views will appear:

Appendix C

For print publications:

•	 The following notice must appear in a legible format on either the front or back covers or on an inside title page or other such prominent location: 

•	 Maps created using TOPO! software ©2009 National Geographic Maps. 

•	 To learn more visit: http://www.natgeomaps.com

•	 Upon publication, we require that (1) printed copy of each print publication be sent to:

National Geographic Maps, Attn: Kris Miller, Director of Marketing,  212 Beaver Brook Canyon Road     •     Evergreen, CO 80439

•	 If a section exists such as “about the maps or technical notes”, please provide an explanation of how the TOPO! software was used to create the maps, profiles, and 3D 
rendered map views.

For web sites:

For all web sites that include maps, and/or profiles and 3D rendered map views, please include a prominent link to the following URL: http://www.topo.com

The link should be clearly visible and appear adjacent to each Reproduction. If multiple Reproductions appear on the same page, only one prominent link is required.

 
Exhibit A

TOPO! Explorer End User License Agreement v.1.0

BY INSTALLING THIS SOFTWARE, YOU ACCEPT ALL THE TERMS AND CONDITIONS OF THIS AGREEMENT. IF YOU DO NOT AGREE TO THE TERMS OF THIS AGREEMENT, DO NOT 
USE THE SOFTWARE. RETURN THE SOFTWARE TO THE PLACE WHERE YOU OBTAINED IT WITHIN 30 DAYS OF THE DATE OF PURCHASE FOR A FULL REFUND.

1. Grant of License.  This Agreement permits you (“Licensee”) to use the enclosed copyrighted machine readable software program and associated data files that comprise TOPO! 
Explorer (“Software”) and the TOPO! Explorer User’s Guide (“Documentation”). This agreement permits you to use the Software to create customized maps, elevation profiles, exports 
for use with GPS receivers, graphic files, and TOPO! Explorer trip (.trp format) files that can be output from the program. Any map, elevation profile, export for GPS receivers, graphics, or 
TOPO! Explorer trip (.trp format) file that is generated from the software will be referred to in this license as a “Reproduction.”  This Agreement is a license agreement and not a sale of a 
software product. The Software, Documentation, and Reproductions are furnished for your use and remain the property of National Geographic.

This Software is licensed to you to serve as a general reference for your personal, business, or institutional use. The geographical data used in the Software is based on USGS topographic 
maps, USGS elevation data, and the USGS Geographic Names Information System. In addition to the topographic maps, aerial images are provided by i-cubed and street data by Tele 
Atlas. Please consider carefully the fact that the Software and the geographic data may not be adequate for purposes requiring precision in depiction of geographic features, exact 
measurement of direction or distance, or for similar purposes including but not limited to navigation, tracking, or emergency response.

This License grants you the right to use the Software on three authorized devices This license does not authorize network use of any kind. You may not decompile, disassemble, or use 
any method to discover the trade secrets contained in the Software. You may not modify, adapt, translate, rent, lease, timeshare, or loan the Software.  You may copy elements of the 
Software onto the hard disk of your computer and load elements of the Software into RAM and the CPU of your computer.

You may transfer your rights under this Agreement by providing the recipient the Software and Documentation, provided that you retain no copies of the Software or Documentation 
and that the other party agrees to the terms of this License Agreement. 

2. Output Limitations.  

Hardcopy print-outs

This license grants you the right to create and reproduce an unlimited number of hard copy Reproductions for your personal, in-house business, or intra-institutional use, subject to the 
property rights notice and credit requirements set forth below. We ask that the National Geographic copyright notices appear in legible form on or adjacent to the reproduction in the 
following form.  For Maps: “TOPO! ©2009 National Geographic” and for maps with street data displayed: “TOPO! ©2009 National Geographic & ©2009 Tele Atlas, North America.”, and 
for maps with aerial/satellite imagery displayed: “TOPO! ©2009 National Geographic & ©2009 i-cubed”, and for maps with aerial/satellite imagery and street data displayed: “TOPO! 
©2009 National Geographic & ©2009 i-cubed & ©2009 Tele Atlas, North America”. For Profiles: “TOPO! ©2009 National Geographic”.

You may distribute hard copy Reproductions on paper, as long as the Reproductions are distributed freely, without charge, in a non-commercial manner and the National Geographic 
copyright notice appears in legible form or National Geographic is given legible credit as described in paragraph 1 of the output limitations section. We ask that you obtain a 
supplemental license in writing from National Geographic before you reproduce any Reproductions in a publication that is for sale, resale or that contains paid advertisements. In many 
cases this license is available at no charge. For more information, send inquiries to topo@ngs.org.

Exports for GPS receivers

You may use the Software to create and transfer Reproductions to GPS receivers for your personal use.
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TOPO! Explorer trip files (.trp)

 You may use the Software to create and distribute an unlimited number of TOPO! Explorer trip (.trp format) files to other licensed TOPO! users via TOPO! Explorer web site postings, 
email, ftp, and removable storage media as long as the Reproductions are distributed freely, without charge, in a non-commercial manner in the .trp format that can be read by the 
TOPO! Explorer software. To learn more about posting and downloading TOPO! Explorer trip files visit www.topo.com.

Images for web sites

You may use the Software to create and display up to ten “view only” map images on your personal, business, or institutional web site as long as the reproductions can be viewed freely, 
without charge and that National Geographic is given legible credit on or adjacent to the reproduction as described in paragraph 1 of the Output Limitations section with a link to the 
TOPO! Explorer web site (http://www.topo.com). The preferred method of linking to topo.com is to make the credit text or the entire Reproduction image the actual link. You may not 
display images that could be downloaded in a “geo-referenced format” on any web site. We ask that you obtain a supplementary license in writing from National Geographic before 
you reproduce, display, or distribute any Reproductions as Graphic Images over the Internet or other electronic networks, above and beyond the authorized ten “view only” images as 
detailed in the above paragraph.  Please contact National Geographic for more details about extended use licenses at topo@ngs.org. In many cases this license is available free of charge.

3. Property Rights.  The Software, Documentation, and the Data that comprises the Reproductions are owned and copyrighted by National Geographic with all rights reserved. The 
street data is copyrighted Tele Atlas North America with all rights reserved. The aerial/satellite imagery included is copyrighted i-cubed with all rights reserved. Software represents and 
embodies trade secrets of National Geographic and/or its licensors. These trade secrets are not licensed to you, and any modification, addition, or deletion is prohibited. You agree to 
take all reasonable steps to protect the Software from unauthorized copying or use.

4. Term.  This License is effective until terminated.  This License and your right to use the Software terminate automatically if you violate any part of this agreement. Should the 
Agreement be terminated, you agree to return all copies of the Software, Documentation, and Reproductions furnished to you, or made by you, and all copies to National Geographic, 
including copies resident in the computer’s memory, however all maps may continue to be used within the series in perpetuity.

5. U.S. Government Restricted Rights.  If this Software is acquired by or on behalf of any unit or agency of the United States Government, this provision applies. This Software 
(a) was developed at private expense, and no part of the software application was developed with government funds, (b) is a National Geographic trade secret for all purposes of the 
Freedom of Information Act, (c) is restricted computer software submitted with restricted rights in accordance with 52.227-19 (a) through (d) of the Commercial Computer Software 
Restricted Rights Clause and successors, (d) in all respects is proprietary data belonging solely to National Geographic, and (e) is published and all rights are reserved under the 
copyright laws of the United States. For units of the Department of Defense (DOD), this Software is licensed only with Restricted Rights as that term is defined in the DOD Supplement to 
the Federal Acquisition Regulations, 52.227-7013 (c) (1) (iii) and its successors. Use, duplication, or disclosure of the Software by the Government is subject to restrictions as set forth in 
subdivision (b)(3)((ii) of the Rights in Technical Data and Computer Software clause at 252.227-7013 of the DOD FAR. Contractor/manufacturer is National Geographic, 212 Beaver Brook 
Canyon Road, Evergreen, CO 80439

6. Export Laws.  Licensee understands that the product may require a license from the U.S. Department of Commerce or other government agency before it may be taken or sent 
outside of the United States. Licensee agrees to obtain any required license before taking or sending the Software outside the United States. Licensee will not permit the export or re-
export of the Software without obtaining required licenses of letters of further assurance.

7. Governing Law.  This agreement will be governed by, and interpreted in accordance with the laws of the State of New York of the United States of America.

8. Entire Agreement.  This agreement sets forth the entire understanding and agreement between National Geographic and you, and may be amended only in a writing signed 
by both parties. NO VENDOR, DISTRIBUTOR, DEALER, RETAILER, SALES PERSON, OR OTHER PERSON IS AUTHORIZED TO MODIFY THIS AGREEMENT OR TO MAKE ANY WARRANTY, 
REPRESENTATION, OR PROMISE WHICH IS DIFFERENT THAN, OR IN ADDITION TO, THE REPRESENTATIONS OR PROMISES OF THIS AGREEMENT.

9. Waiver.  No waiver of any right under this agreement will be effective unless contained in writing, signed by a duly authorized representative of National Geographic, and no waiver 
of any past or present right arising from any breach or failure to perform will waive any future right arising under this agreement.

10. Severability.  If any provision in this agreement is invalid or unenforceable, that provision will be interpreted, limited, modified, or, if necessary, severed, to the extent necessary, to 
eliminate its invalidity or unenforceability, and the other provisions of this agreement will remain unaffected.

Limited Warranty and Warranty Disclaimer

1. Limited Warranty and Warranty Disclaimer. National Geographic warrants the disc on which the Software is to be distributed to be free from defects in materials and 
workmanship and that the unaltered Software will perform substantially in accordance with the documentation for a period of 90 days from the date you purchased the license to the 
Software. Any written or oral information, or advice given by National Geographic’s dealers, distributors, or employees will in no way increase the scope of this warranty. 

National Geographic makes no other warranties, express or implied, including, without limitation, the implied fitness for a particular purpose, regarding the Software. National 
Geographic does not warrant, guarantee or make any representations regarding the use or the results of the use of the Software in terms of its correctness, accuracy, reliability, currency 
or otherwise. You assume the entire risk as to the results and performance of the Software.

THIS LIMITED WARRANTY GIVES YOU SPECIFIC LEGAL RIGHT. YOU MAY HAVE OTHERS, WHICH VARY FROM JURISDICTION TO JURISDICTION. 

NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC IS IN NO WAY RESPONSIBLE FOR PERSONAL INJURY OR DAMAGE TO PROPERTY IN CONNECTION WITH THE USE OF ITS SOFTWARE OR 
GEOGRAPHICAL DATA.  IN NO EVENT WILL NATIONAL GEOGRAPHIC, AND ITS DIRECTORS, OFFICERS, OR EMPLOYEES BE LIABLE TO YOU FOR ANY CONSEQUENTIAL, 
INCIDENTAL OR INDIRECT DAMAGES (INCLUDING BUT NOT LIMITED TO DAMAGES FOR LOSS OF BUSINESS PROFITS, BUSINESS INTERRUPTION, AND LOSS OF BUSINESS 
INFORMATION) ARISING FROM THE USE OR THE INABILITY TO USE THE SOFTWARE, AND THE ACCOMPANYING WRITTEN MATERIALS.

2. Exclusive Remedy.  Your exclusive remedy, as well as National Geographic and its suppliers entire liability arising from, or in connection with the Software, Documentation, 
Reproduction and/or this License, will be the refund of the license fees, or the replacement of defective components of the Software. In no event will National Geographic’s total liability 
for any damages, direct or indirect, in connection with the product, the product documentation, and/or this License exceed the license fees paid for your right to use this copy of the 
product whether such liability arises from any claim based upon contract, warranty, tort or otherwise.
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